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The beaches around Charmouth and Lyme Regis are the very best
places to find fossils. Ammonites, belemnites and even bones from
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Story of a Pebble

The layers of pebbles found in the cliffs
at Budleigh Salterton originated over 400
million years ago when sandstones formed
in the place we now call Brittany. These
rocks were then eroded and transported
by vast rivers during the Triassic period to
form the Budleigh Salterton Pebble Beds.
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Chesil Beach and the Fleet :
Chesil Beach is one of the finest barrier "

beaches in the world but the formation of \
the 28 km shingle bank is still the subject Portland

k Ferrvh Harbour
of research among geographers. It is a y -
fascinating and atmospheric place to visit .

Beer Quarry Caves

. : - . - .
The pebbles then fell onto the beach and Stone Herltage Ichthyosaur Head and a haven for wildlife. ° @
were transported to the east by the sea. Beer Quarry Caves offer a unique insight into the history of quarrying o
°

Distinct Budleigh pebbles can be found all for Beer Stone. The famous stone has been used in many fine buildings
along the World Heritage Site and beyond. (including Exeter and Winchester cathedrals) across Southern England
as far back as Roman times. The Caves, the use of the stone and the
R, history of the people who worked it can be explored through tours that
take place throughout the season.
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Portland - an Island of Stone

Portland is home to one of the most famous building stones in
the world. The quality, colour and durability of the stone were
recognised by Christopher Wren in the rebuilding of St Paul’s
Cathedral and since then it has been used in many of the finest
buildings in Britain and throughout the world. Old quarries such
as Tout Quarry provide a fascinating window into the historical
workings of the stone. The quarry is also a fabulous place to see how
the landscape has become colonised by nature. Superb sculptures
developed by the Portland Sculpture Trust add to the appeal of a
visit to Tout. Other quarries on the Island provide a glimpse into
today’s modern industry. A range of leaflets is available from local
Tourist Information Cen

Chesil Beach and the Fleet

Geology in the Landscape - West Dorset Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty
e West Dorset cliffs are fashioned by landslides. Black Ven, between Lyme Most of the Dorset and East Devon coast and hinterland is an Area of
egis and Charmouth, is the site of the largest coastal mudslide in Europe. Outstanding Natural Beauty. These nationally important areas are man-
ay from the coast, a number of old quarries and footpaths provide the aged to conserve and enhance the outstanding landscapes and the lives
portunity to explore the geology in relation to the landscape and the of the people who live and work within them. The Area of Outstanding
anging character of villages through the use of local stone. Natural Beauty designation helps protect the World Heritage Site.

Geology of the Coast
The Dorset and East Devon coast reveals a diversity of geology
for one simple reason; the rocks are gently tilted to the east.
Therefore, as a general rule, the oldest rocks form the cliffs in the Guided Walks and
west with progressively younger rocks exposed in the east. The red Guided walks run througho
cliffs of East Devon date back some 240 million years ago to the programmes are available
Triassic period when vast deserts covered the area. The dark clay Information Centres. All vis
cliffs of West Dorset, at 200 million years in age, are the earliest many museums have regula

Geology in the Landscape - East Devon
The striking red cliffs of East Devon owe their colour to the
presence of iron. The sea stacks at Ladram Bay have been
cut from beautiful laminated red sandstone, a rock that was
laid down in a vast river that once flowed across what is now
Devon. East of Sidmouth, the lower cliffs are capped by younger
sandstones and chalk - it is this combination of impermeable
clays overlain by porous rocks which causes landslides. The

Charmouth

Undercliff between Lyme Regis and Axmouth is a massive Jurassic rocks and formed in a tropical sea that flooded the desert. other events.
landslide area now colonised by woodland - the nearest thing Towards the end of the Jurassic, about 140 million years ago, sea
to a rainforest in Britain! levels dropped again and forests grew surrounded by swamps and Visitor Centres an
lagoons across which the dinosaurs prowled. 100 million years ago, Visitor centres and museu
sea levels rose again, flooding the area under a vast tropical sea. starting point to find out
Coast. Most contain a wes

and expert local knowledg
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The GeOlOgical Timeline — For further information please visit

www.jurassiccoast.com
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