The Lake District National Park
The Lake District is one of Britain’s most popular national parks, and its spectacular scenery and unspoilt countryside attracts millions of visitors every year. 
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What is a National Park?
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There are eleven national parks in England and Wales which are protected by law from certain kinds of development. Each has its own authority which controls it and makes recommendations about any future developments, such as buildings. However the land is most owned by private landowners who do not always agree with the authorities and so conflicts arise. 
Tourism:

	Benefits
	Problems

	· 31 000 jobs (15% of the workforce) in Cumbria are directly related to tourism

· Most of these businesses are small scale.

· Within the national park, 33% of people are employed in hotels, catering and distribution compared with 6% in the UK as a whole 

· Tourism brings money in to other services such as transport networks, village shops, pubs etc.

· Local services run by the National Park Authority raise significant amounts of revenue.

· Over 80% of the visitors to the Lake District are repeat visitors who return at least every five years
	· Traffic congestion, especially on public holidays where day trippers combine with long-stay tourists.
· High house prices in the area mean that the local people cannot afford to live there. This not only affects the young, especially those with young families, but the elderly as well.  
· Seasonal unemployment, not enough full-time jobs 
· Footpath erosion is massive problem on some of the more popular walking routes. Well trodden paths destroy plants and expose bare soil, which then gets washed away by repeated rain showers.


Many people object to most developments in the Lake District because they believe that the natural environment should be protected. Others feel that development is important for the people who already live there and for whom economic development means jobs. Also land owners might want to take advantage of tourism, such as providing a caravan site. However others might object. Farmers may find that tourists cause damage, for example leaving gates open or trampling on crops. The tourists themselves might object to farmers’ proposals to stop them walking on public paths. The role of the National Park Authority is to manage and attempt to solve these conflicts.
