Nuclear Energy in France
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Because of France's limited domestic energy sources, energy supply security and reliance on imports are major issues in France. Government policy has strongly promoted increases in nuclear power generation over the past three decades. Currently, about 76% of France's electricity comes from the country's 58 nuclear reactors. This represents a dramatic change from 1973, when fossil fuels accounted for more than 80% of French power generation. 

France is now seen to be retreating slowly from its staunchly pro-nuclear position. Previously, the government planned to have nuclear power reach 100% of electricity generation. Environmental objections have increased in recent years, however. Germany's decision to phase out nuclear power started a public debate within France about the future of its own industry, and public opinion polls showed that a growing percentage of the public favours an end to nuclear power.
The Benefits of Nuclear Power

· Environmental – Nuclear energy's environmental impact is minimal. It does not contribute to air pollution. Nuclear power contributes no emissions at all to the atmosphere. Compare that to fossil fuels whose emissions, known as greenhouse gases, are blamed for everything from global climate change to ozone problems and acid rain. 

· Cost – Another benefit is the cost of producing the power. When compared to other energy types, nuclear is relatively cheap. The cost of the raw fuel, uranium, is less than natural gas, oil, or coal. The costs of running the actual plant are similar to those of running a coal or gas plant. Those lower costs combine to give consumers cheap electricity. 

· Reliability – Nuclear energy power plants produce a consistently large amount of power.
The Problems

The most serious problem with nuclear energy is the disposal and storage of the nuclear waste, and radiation. After a period of time the materials used in the generation                                                                                                                                                                                          process lose their ability to produce heat effectively. However they remain radioactive, posing a disastrous threat if that radiation was ever released. Since it takes hundreds of thousands of years for the radiation to extinguish, nuclear waste has to be disposed of in a way that will contain the radioactivity and protect people. 

Because France does not have the capabilities to store its nuclear waste it sends most of it to extremely contaminated sites in Siberia, Russia. Many people have an issue with the transport of the radioactive material and how safe it really is. The likelihood of a spillage is much higher when in transit, because of the risk of a crash for example. This could occur in a densely populated area and many people could be seriously affected. 
